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NEWSLETTER
              

Presidents Message by 
 Terry Pessaro (Acting)

 
It is with great sadness that we must inform you that Ric Denton, 
President of the Pikes Peak Over the Hill Gang, passed away 
Saturday, November 23, 2019 from an unexpected illness.  Ric was a 
long-time member of the Club who dedicated the last two and a half 
years serving as the President.  Our hearts go out to his wife, Sherrie.  
Ric will be truly missed!

Upcoming Board Vacancies:  We have several upcoming vacancies 
on the Board of the Directors.  Debbie Beatty will lead the nominating 
committee tasked with developing a slate to fill three positions.  All of 
these positions are three-year terms.

-  The President serves as principal officer of the Club, conducting 
Board of Director meetings and general membership meetings; has 
general supervision of all Activity Coordinators and oversees general 
operations.

-  The Secretary keeps minutes of all Board of Directors meetings; 
serves as custodian of the official club records; attests signatures on 
official documents.

-   The Social Director has responsibility for coordination of the 
monthly general membership meeting; arranges appropriate venues; 
and collects necessary fees to cover costs.

If you are interested in being considered for one of these positions 
please contact Debbie Beatty at 719 201-2847.

 

Jan-Feb 2020

Website - ppothg.com

Board of Directors
President (Acting)

Terry Pessaro  703-801-9820

Vice Pres. & Membership
Terry Pessaro   703-801-9820

Treasurer
Ann Couch    260-5566

Secretary 
Charmain Bearup   632-0252

Social Director
Patty Martinez 598-4221

Communications Director
Susan Callahan   388-1534

Skiing Director
Debbie Beatty   201-2847

Coordinators
Hiking

Arthur Foley   535-9085

Golf
Mike Cohen  799-6433

Biking
Phil McDonald  313-8400

Camping
Landon Phillips  494-1489

Pickleball
       Dan Akerhielm 599-0338
  
            Special Events
                     TBD

The Club always welcomes 
guests and former members.
 
Guests (over age 18) may 
participate in up to two club 
activities on a space available 
basis.  Membership is open 
to those who are age 50 and 
over. 
Former members must 
rejoin the club to participate 
in any club activity unless 
visiting from out of town.

http://www.ppothg.com/
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Membership by Terry Pessaro

The club roster will be distributed in early January.  It has been reformatted to better reflect each 
individual’s cell phone number, email address, and activity interests.  Since activity interests weren’t 
available by individual, a couple’s activity was replicated.  Often couples have different activity 
interests, so if you would like to have your activities or any other information revised please send an 
email to terrypessaro@gmail.com.

We have 261 members in the club.

Please welcome our new members:

Ladona Willis learned about the club from Larry Barrett.  Ladona enjoys skiing, snowshoeing, hiking, 
camping and biking.  Look for Ladona on the trails and around the campfire!

Darren Schubarth also learned of the club through a friend.  He hikes, bikes, and plays pickle ball.  
Darren welcome to the club!

Dick Dobbins is rejoining the club after missing last year.  Dick skis, hikes, and bikes.  Please 
welcome Dick back!

Please welcome Howard and Susan Furman to the club.  They hike, camp, and play pickle ball.  
Howard and Susan we are glad you joined!

Dan and Pat Ross also learned about the club from a friend.  They ski, snowshoe, hike and golf.  
Dan and Pat we look forward to seeing you on the trails and the links!

Please welcome Dave Keller back to the club after a several year hiatus.  Dave loves to ski!  Please 
look for him on the ski bus!

Phil Ballard also learned about the club from a friend.  Phil enjoys skiing.  We look forward to seeing 
him on the bus!

Please welcome Larry Price to the club!  He does it all!  Larry we look forward to seeing you on the 
trails, and around the campfire!

Lynn and Gale Tidwell learned about the club from an REI representative.  They ski, snowshoe, 
hike, camp and bike.  Welcome Lynn and Gale!

mailto:terrypessaro@gmail.com


3

 

Reminder of the PPOTHG Dues Structure

Membership year runs October 1 to September 30 each year.
           
                              NEW MEMBERS Dues:      
                              -- When joining October 1 - March 31:  $30/person for the year
                              -- When joining April 1 - September 30: $15/person for the 
                                                                                                remainder of the year

                            RENEWAL Dues: October 1 - September $30/person 

                                Note: If a current member does NOT renew by October 1st and
                               wishes to rejoin at anytime in the 12 months following the October

                                          renewal period, the standard $30 membership renewal plus
                                          $10 “Late Fee” will apply. 
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                                             Skiing by Debbie Beatty

All the recent winter snowstorms are a reminder that the ski bus season is right around the corner. If 
you are a down hiller or a Nordic center enthusiast you should consider the Ski Bus. 

We are a diverse group who board the bus once a week starting in January for a relaxing ride on the 
very comfortable Ramblin Express bus to one of the nearby ski resorts. 

We gather at the Safeway / IHOP (was Pizza Hut) parking lot in Old Colorado City, leaving at 
6:30 AM.  We stop in Fairplay for a short break, a great place to put on your boots before continuing 
to our destination. We depart the mountain at 3:30 PM for a return, with a stop in Fairplay. Depending 
on weather and our final destination we will return to the Safeway lot about 6:30 or 7:00 PM. 

All of the trips follow HWY 24 through Woodland Park and Divide. If you would prefer to board the bus 
there, let me know and we can arrange for the bus to stop. 

We will have one trip a week including eight trips to Breckenridge, with each of these trips continuing 
to Copper. In addition, there will be five trips to Keystone / Arapahoe Basin. 

We will also visit a Nordic center on each of the trips for those who prefer cross-country skiing, 
snowshoeing or one of the other Nordic center activities. Depending on interest, we will stop at the 
Breckenridge, Frisco or Keystone Nordic center. Each of these locations has a web site and offer 
equipment rental.

You will find the schedule / signup sheet on the web site, which also includes a number 
of recommendations if you have not been on the bus before. If you have ridden with us before 
you should double check the “rules” to insure everything goes smoothly. 

Registration is currently open to members, non-members and guests at a cost of $40/trip.

If you have any questions, send me an email to Debbie.Beatty@q.com.  See you Jan 2!

                                           Great Picture to Remember Skier Ric compliments of Carol Schmitz

mailto:Debbie.Beatty@q.com
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Arrowhead 2020   

The dates for next years trip: February 3 - 7.  

Reservations for our 2020 trip to Arrowhead are now on a waitlist basis.  

We will arrive in the afternoon of Monday February 3 and depart on Friday February 7.  Monday night 
we will have a party with food and drink.  We are also planning a dinner gathering at the Arrowhead 
Country Club of the Rockies on Wednesday.  

The cost is $350 per person and includes the four-night stay.  

In early January 2020 condo assignments will be sent to everyone that signed up for the trip and also 
directions to Arrowhead and check in procedures.    

If you have questions, please contact Rick Couch at rsmileyc@gmail.com or (719)930-9541.

Snow Ranch 2020

The date for next years trip: February 18-21.

Once again it looks as though we will fill 2 eight room lodges. As of 8/9/ 19 we had one room 
available. If interested contact me for the room or to be put on a wait list.

Joe Maio  -- jrmtn@comcast.net   

                          

mailto:rsmileyc@gmail.com
mailto:jrmtn@comcast.net
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Dinner Meetings by Patty Martinez 

Wednesday, January 8

POTLUCK MEETING, Fount of Life Lutheran Church - 6550 Omaha Blvd, Colorado Springs, CO 
80915 

Mike and Mary Ann Witter have once again generously made arrangements for the use of their 
church for our January dinner meeting. Thank you, Mike and Mary Ann! 

Social Hour: 5:30 pm
Meeting: 6:00 pm
Dinner following the short business meeting. 

Please bring a dish to share for 8 members. We may also bring wine or whatever you wish to drink. 
Please no hard liquor. There are power strips on the kitchen counters to accommodate any crock 
pots or other electrical appliances. All paper products and plastic ware will be provided. 

Questions call (719) 598-4221 or (719) 338-9559 or pamartinez23@msn.com

Please remember the policy of only partaking drinks from what you have provided. Happy Holidays 
and I look forward to seeing you at the potluck in January. 

Wednesday, February 12

Details will follow at a later date. 

Special Events  
There must be some great party/activity planners out there!!  You can form a group with a designated 
coordinator and each person take a different fun activity to plan.  

                            
If there is someone interested in taking over this position, please contact any of the board directors. 

mailto:pamartinez23@msn.com


7

Camping by Landon Phillips

The RV camping will be a little different this year.  Rather than planning the entire schedule for the 
2020 season in late 2019, several trip planners have stepped forward to each organize one trip.  
Some of our trips will be longer, and out of state.  Some will be shorter in distance and easy to reach.  
Based on the volunteers we now have, there will be at least 1 trip per month.  Notifications about 
each trip will be sent well in advance of the 6-month reservation window.

Please note, a coordinator plans camping trips, but the individuals wishing to participate make 
reservations for a campsite.  PPOTHG does not reserve a block of sites at any of the venues.

Anyone interested in camping, please let me know so I can get an idea of who might want to 
participate in our trips next year..

If you are interested in planning a trip, or have questions, please feel free to contact Landon Phillips 
at lbphillips@aol.com or 494-1489

Camping trip that needs to be booked now:

June 14 through 18

Lake Isabel – La Vista Campground (near Rye CO).  Approximately 87 miles from Colorado Springs

La Vista campground offers standard electric sites.  The campground is VERY small so book your 
reservation at www.recreation.gov as soon as the six-month rolling reservation window opens.

Please notify Terry Pessaro at terrypessaro@gmail.com if you plan on attending.  Please provide 
your arrival and departure dates, campsite number, and a cell phone number that you can be reached 
at while traveling.

If you have to cancel your reservation please let Terry know in case somebody else in the club would 
like to try to book it.

mailto:lbphillips@aol.com
http://www.recreation.gov/
mailto:terrypessaro@gmail.com
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             Hiking by Arthur Foley and Mike Witter
          
Hike Reminders with further details are sent out two days prior to each hike. Please read them, and 
if at all possible, contact the Hike Leader if you intend to participate. In the interest of safety and fun, 
we ask our hikers to read and follow certain guidelines. These can be found in the Hiker’s Guidelines, 
located in the Hiking section of the PPOTHG website.

Hiking Names  in blue and underlined are linked to websites. You should be able to simply hold down 
the Ctrl key & click on them to go directly to websites for more information.

First Day Hike   (You may see a notice in the Gazette.)
As in previous years, it is expected that Cheyenne Mountain State Park will be having a “First Day 
Hike” on January 1st. In the past, this has included hot cocoa and small gifts for those who show up. 
Keep your eye open for more details via email closer to the time. Car-pooling might be an option by 
contacting Mike Witter at 719-660-5758 or ukmaw@yahoo.com.

 Date         Name             Leader     Phone         Email

10 Jan Clear Spring Ranch Trail Pat Zeddies 651-748-4989 patzeddies@gmail.com

16 Jan Cheyenne Mt. State Park Don Vsetecka 719-338-8888 don@vsetecka.com

22 Jan Blue Stem Prairie Open Space Art Porter 719-634-7280 art3porter@hotmail.com

29 Jan Black Forest/Section 16 Mike Witter 719-660-5758 ukmaw@yahoo.com

4 Feb Fountain Creek Trail Linda Langston 719-579-8135 lindalangston1@aol.com

11 Feb Aiken Canyon Preserve Arthur Foley 719-535-9085 afoley@ret.unca.edu

21 Feb Cottonwood Creek Trail Art Porter 719-634-7280 art3porter@hotmail.com

27 Feb Ute Pass Trail Mike Witter 719-660-5758 ukmaw@yahoo.com

WE NEED VOLUNTEER HIKE LEADERS. Contact one of the hike leaders above to join the staff 
where you can help set the schedules and become a hike leader

                        
       
                                               

http://www.ppothg.com/documents/Hiking%20Guidelines.pdf
http://www.ppothg.com/
http://www.ppothg.com/
mailto:ukmaw@yahoo.com
https://communityservices.elpasoco.com/parks-and-recreation/clear-spring-ranch/
mailto:patzeddies@gmail.com
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/CheyenneMountain
mailto:don@vsetecka.com
https://coloradosprings.gov/parks/page/bluestem-prairie-open-space
mailto:art3porter@hotmail.com
https://communityservices.elpasoco.com/parks-and-recreation/black-forest-section-16/
mailto:ukmaw@yahoo.com
https://communityservices.elpasoco.com/parks-and-recreation/fountain-creek-regional-trail/
mailto:lindalangston1@aol.com
mailto:Aiken%20Canyon%20Preserve
mailto:afoley@ret.unca.edu
http://www.cospringstrails.com/hikes/cottonwood.html
mailto:art3porter@hotmail.com
https://communityservices.elpasoco.com/parks-and-recreation/ute-pass-regional-trail/#1510677560407-ff8cfff5-69b253a9-430583b8-3b07316c-b2af
mailto:ukmaw@yahoo.com
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                    Pickleball by Dan Akerhielm 
We are now an official PPOTHG activity and we had a fantastic summer season!  The group 
continues to grow and is getting quite skilled.  Participation varies from 8 players in harsh conditions 
to 20+ is nice sunny weather.
 
Whether you are an experienced 4.0 player or a newbie just wanting to give it a try come on out and 
join the fun. We have extra paddles and I can get you started.  We specialize in friendly play and I 
guarantee you will get a great workout along with a smile on your face.  
 
Our schedule varies through the seasons; we are now going into a winter schedule and will continue 
playing twice a week, weather permitting.  My general rule of thumb is we play when the courts are 
dry, temperature 40 plus, sunny, and no wind.
 
Where:  Monument Valley courts
When:  every Monday from 2-4pm
 
Where:  Banning Lewis Ranch courts
When:  every Thursday from 10-noon
 
I maintain an email list for weekly reminders and any change of play; let me know if you want to be 
added to the list.  I periodically review the list and remove anyone I haven’t seen for 6 months or so; if 
you fell victim and want to be added back on let me know.

Dan Akerhielm  hikindude@comcast.net 

Biking by Phil McDonald 

Formal bicycling activities for the 2019 season have concluded. Informal ad hoc rides will continue 
from December until May 1. The “official” cycling season runs from May 1-October 31. 

The 2020 Cycling season will commence at our seasonal organization meeting/party to be held in 
April.

If you are interested in joining the cycling group for the 2020 season, contact Phil McDonald at 
pharoahphil@comcast.net.  Our current list of cyclist’s numbers 63 PPOTHG members.

mailto:hikindude@comcast.net
mailto:pharoahphil@comcast.net
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                               Golf by Mike Cohen

We had a terrific golf season.  We were blessed with good weather, an active group, and some 
players that were new to the group. 

 We played each of the 3 municipal courses in Colorado Springs (Cherokee Ridge, Patty 
Jewett, and Valley Hi) 4 times each.  Each of the other courses were played 1 or 2 times each  
 

 54 different people played.  17 members played in at least half of our outings

 We averaged 17 players/week.  Our largest outing was the best ball tournament, which had 32 
players. Midseason, we were consistently filling up 5-6 foursomes 

We’re looking forward to an even better 2020 season, starting in April.  As always, new members are 
welcome as are suggestions on new courses to play and any other suggestions for improvement.

Contact me if you would like to be added to my golf email list.

Mike Cohen, 630-248-5703, mc1959@ameritech.net.  

                           Communications by Susan Callahan

As a reminder, moving forward Activity Coordinators are maintaining email lists of those folks 
interested in their specific activity.  Please contact them individually with your contact information so 
that you will be aware of the activity events. We are implementing this process to avoid inundating 
people with too many PPOTHG emails.  As the club as grown, we hope you will find this to be a 
better process.

With this new email process, you will be getting emails from two sources – 1) Mailchimp for general 
mailings to the entire membership; 2) Activity Coordinators personal emails for the list of interested 
folks. 

Please pay attention to a reminder in red to respond to the activity leads email address, not to 
the email sent. The PPOTHG email mailbox is not monitored on a regular basis and the message 
will not be forwarded to anyone.  You might miss out on an activity!

Please note: 

--Mailchimp emails offer you the option to unsubscribe.  If you select this option for even one 
email from PPOTHG, you will not receive any future emails from this source. If there is an email that 
you are not interested in, just delete the email. 

mailto:mc1959@ameritech.net
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 --For emails from Activity Coordinators, if you no longer want to receive an email for a specific 
activity, contact that coordinator and ask to be removed from the list.

The PPOTHG Website Calendar lists all activity events with contact information.  Detail information is 
not included on the website to prevent a non-member from just showing up.

We will continue to send general emails to the membership for some activities or announcements like 
the Newsletter/ dinner meetings/ club roster/ periodic reminders for some activities

Please review your spam folders if you think you are not getting all of the PPOTHG emails.  I found 
some in my spam folder recently.  Who knows why??.

If you take photos at any of our activities, please forward them to me and I will add them to our 
website photo gallery.  

Look at PPOTHG website Calendar for upcoming events.

    

     HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERTYONE!


