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NEWSLETTER
              

Presidents Message by 
 Ric Denton

 
 Our Special Events Coordinator, Felicia Marino, is relocating to 
Pennsylvania for family reasons. We are sorry to see her leave.  

She has done an excellent job in this challenging activity.  If 
anyone is interested in taking over this function, please contact me 

or any Board Member.

We have added Pickleball as a formal activity of the club!  Dan 
Akerhielm will lead the activity.  Dan, thanks for stepping up to this.

For those of you that are hikers, check out the photo about to go 
on the website showing the tour of the antenna farm at the top of 
Cheyenne Mountain.  The hike was challenging, but the tour was 

worth it.

I want to call your attention to the Treasurer’s Report in the 
newsletter.  Normally this is not part of the newsletter, but we felt 
that it would be worthwhile to provide information at least once a 

year on how we are doing financially.

We continue to grow! We now have 274 members. All of our 
activities are well attended, and we have something for everyone. 
Please read the full newsletter to pick your favorite activities for 

spring and summer!

                                        

Jul-Aug 2019

Website - ppothg.com

Board of Directors
President 

Ric Denton    576-0483

Vice Pres. & Membership
Terry Pessaro   703-801-9820

Treasurer
Ann Couch    260-5566

Secretary 
Charmain Bearup   632-0252

Social Director
Patty Martinez 598-4221

Communications Director
Susan Callahan   388-1534

Skiing Director
Debbie Beatty   201-2847

Coordinators
Hiking

Arthur Foley   535-9085

Golf
Mike Cohen  799-6433

Biking
Phil McDonald  313-8400

Camping
Tom DeGeorge  277-0928

Pickleball
       Dan Akerhielm 599-0338
  
            Special Events
                     TBD

The Club always welcomes 
guests and former members.
 
Guests (over age 18) may 
participate in up to two club 
activities on a space available 
basis.  Membership is open 
to those who are age 50 and 
over. 
Former members must 
rejoin the club to participate 
in any club activity unless 
visiting from out of town.

http://www.ppothg.com/
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Membership by Terry Pessaro

The PPOTHG still has a very active membership of 274.

Please welcome our new members:

Karen Stone heard about the club from her husband Brian who has been a member for a while.  
Karen skis and hikes.  Karen welcome!

Norma Brough heard about the club from a friend of a friend.  Norma likes to hike!  Other interests 
include mahjong and bridge.  Please welcome Norma.

Bill and Gretchen Hein heard about the club from other members.  They both like to hike and camp.  
Bill also enjoys golf.  Bill and Gretchen welcome to the club.

Please welcome Don Stegink.  Don discovered the club on line.  He likes to ski, hike, and camp.   
Please give a big welcome to Don.

Terry Schooler learned of the club from Doug Harris and attended the Arrowhead trip last year as a 
guest.  Looks like he had a good time!  Terry skis, hikes, camps, and bikes.  Terry we are glad that 
you joined.

Reminder of the PPOTHG Dues Structure

Membership year runs October 1 to September 30 each year.

NEW MEMBERS Dues: October 1 - March 31:  $30/person
                                               April 1 - September 30: $15/person

        RENEWAL Dues: October 1 - September $30/person 

 Note: If a current member does NOT renew by October 1st 
                     and wishes to rejoin at anytime in the 12 months following

                                            the October renewal period,  the standard $30 membership 
                                            renewal plus $10 “Late Fee” will apply. 
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Dinner Meetings by Patty Martinez 

Wednesday, July 10

The 10 July dinner meeting will be a potluck dinner at the home of Jim and Karen Campbell. Jim 
and Karen have graciously offered their home at 7715 Delmonico Dr, CS 80919.

Social hour will begin at 5:30, short business meeting at 6:00 and the potluck buffet will begin directly 
after the meeting. 

Since this is a potluck, PPOTHG will provide paper goods, cups and utensils. Bring a dish to share, 
enough for 8 people and a beverage of choice for you to drink.
 
I will be out of town on 10 July 2019, so Renee Weatherby, 392-3936, will coordinate the potluck 
dinner for me. 

Wednesday, August 14

The 14 August 2019 dinner meeting will also be a potluck dinner. Jack and Elaine Brush will host 
the dinner at their home at 2631 Tristins Grove, CS 80906. 

Thank you Jack and Elaine! Social hour will begin at 5:00 (please note time change) with a short 
business meeting at 5:30 and potluck buffet following the meeting. 

PPOTHG will provide paper goods, cups and utensils for the potluck. Bring a dish to share, enough 
for 8 people and a beverage of choice for you to drink. 

Due to parking space, most of us will be parked on Orion and walk up Tristins Grove to the Brush’s 
residence. 

Thank you, again, Jim and Karen Campbell and Jack and Elaine Brush for offering to host the 
PPOTHG in your homes. We appreciate your generosity in sharing your homes. 

Mark your calendar for The Annual PPOTHG Picnic to be held at Cheyenne Mountain State 
Park on Sunday, 8 September 2018 at 12:30 pm. Details will follow at a later date
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Special Events  
        
Sadly we are losing Felicia as our Special Events Coordinator.  Felicia and Charlie will be moving to 
the east to be closer to family.  

A very special thanks to Felicia for the wonderful events she organized for us these past few 
months.

If there is someone interested in taking over this position, please contact Ric Denton or any of the 
other board directors.

                        

                        Pickleball by Dan Akerhielm 

 It’s here!  Pickleball is now a formal PPOTHG activity.

ATTENTION PICKLEBALLERS!  We have regular weekly play organized with about 30 players.  
Whether you are an experienced 4.0 or just want to give it a try come on out and join the fun.  We 
have extra paddles and can get you started.  We specialize in friendly play (mostly) and I guarantee 
you will get a great workout and still have a smile on your face.
 
Games will be on Mondays at 4 pm, at the Monument Valley courts near the swimming pool.  I 
maintain an email list with weekly reminders and info; let me know if you want to be added to the list. 
 

Dan Akerhielm     599-0338
Carol Arthur         660-120
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                               Fun Activities

             
                                          Cheyenne Mountain Hike

Fountain Valley Bike Ride

                                                 
                                                                               Santa Fe Bike Ride
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                               Golf by Mike Cohen
 We are off to a great season. As the weather improved, so did the participation with up to 24 players 
for several of the weeks. There were two notable exceptions, where common sense suggested 
cancelling due to cold and rain, but even on those occasions several die-hard players bundled up and 
played.  I want to thank everyone for being so good about signing up in advance, notifying me 
promptly of cancellations, and willingness to go on a wait list when we use up our allotted number of 
tee times. This enables me to adjust arrangements, including securing or releasing time slots as 
appropriate. This in turn helps maximize the number of people who play, and keeps the golf courses 
happy as well.     

Thus far we have played the following courses:
 Cherokee Ridge
 Patty Jewett
 Pine Creek
 Springs Ranch
 Valley Hi     

In addition to playing Patty Jewett, Cherokee Ridge and Valley Hi again, other courses we will 
potentially play include:

 Antler Creek (Peyton) 
 Ft Carson Cheyenne Shadows (Fort Carson) 
 King's Deer (Monument) 
 Peterson Silver Spruce Golf Course
 Shining Mountain (Woodland Park)
 With any luck, we hope to get onto the Air Force Academy course as well

We will play 9 holes on Monday mornings as long as the weather cooperates, usually late September.   
We also plan on having an 18-hole Best Ball Scramble later in the season. We are not a league, just 
a fun and friendly group of people.  We do not track scores, handicaps etc., though some individuals 
do so on their own. Players at all skill levels are in the group - low handicaps, high handicaps, no 
handicaps and beginners. Anyone who’s interested will fit in fine.  Usually we have lunch together 
after our round.  

Most of the courses only allow us to schedule tee times 7 days in advance (3 days for some). I’ll send 
a general email each Monday with details for the following week.  You must respond to me if you 
want to play that week. In other words you can't just show up at the course and expect to play.

If there’s another course you think the group would like to try, feel free to call or email me with your 
suggestions.  Ditto if you have any other questions or suggestions.  

Mike Cohen, 630-248-5703, mc1959@ameritech.net.  

      

mailto:mc1959@ameritech.net
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            Hiking by Arthur Foley and Mike Witter

Hike Reminders with further details are sent out two days prior to each hike. Please read them, and 
if at all possible, contact the Hike Leader if you intend to participate. In the interest of safety and fun, 
we ask our hikers to read and follow certain guidelines. These can be found in the Hiker’s Guidelines, 
located in the Hiking section of the PPOTHG website.

Hiking Names  in blue and underlined are linked to websites. You should be able to simply hold down 
the Ctrl key & click on them to go directly to websites for more information.

 Date            Name                       Leader     Phone            Email

 2 Jul Mt. Buckhorn Trail    Mike Witter   719-660-5758  ukmaw@yahoo.com

11 Jul Catamount Crystal Trail    Don Vsetecka 719-338-8888            don@vsetecka.com

15 Jul Rainbow Gulch     Pat Zeddies            651-748-4989             patzeddies@gmail.com

25 Jul Florrisant Fossil Beds                Arthur Foley 719-535-9085  afoley@ret.unca.edu

 1 Aug Seven Bridges    Linda Langston 719-579-8135  lindalangston1@aol.com

 6 Aug Lovell Gulch    Dan Zeddies           719-659-6714  danzeddies@gmx.com

14 AugFlorrisant Fossil Beds    Art Porter            719-634-7280  art3porter@hotmail.com

21 AugMays Peak    Mike Witter   719-660-5758  ukmaw@yahoo.com

27 AugCheyenne Mt. State Park    Art Porter             719-634-7280 art3porter@hotmail.com

UPCOMING VOLKSMARCH

As many of you may already be aware, one of our regular hike leaders, Don Vsetecka lost his 
daughter-in-law, Tracy, to a brain aneurysm in January. Tracy was the principal of Widefield 
Elementary school for 10 years and a scholarship fund has been established in her memory. One of 
the fundraisers, specifically for college scholarships for Widefield School District #3 students, is a 
Volksmarch. The hike options are 5K, 10K, and a 1K Memory walk.

The Volksmarch in honor of Tracy will be held Saturday morning, July 27th from 8:00-11:00 at Mesa 
Ridge High School, starting at the track area on the east side of the building. 

Immediately following the Volksmarch, there will be a post-march celebration in the Biergarten at 
Edelweiss Restaurant, 34 East Ramona Ave, Colorado Springs 80905.

To learn about Tracy’s amazing life, please visit the website, http://tracyvsetecka.webnode.com/. 

        Thanks from Don, and all the Hiking Staff.

WE NEED VOLUNTEER HIKE LEADERS. Contact one of the hike leaders above to join the staff 
where you can help set the schedules and become a hike leader

http://www.ppothg.com/documents/Hiking%20Guidelines.pdf
http://www.ppothg.com/
http://www.ppothg.com/
https://trails.colorado.gov/trails/buckhorn-21209
mailto:ukmaw@yahoo.com
https://www.alltrails.com/trail/us/colorado/crystal-falls-to-catamount-reservoir
mailto:don@vsetecka.com
https://www.hikingproject.com/trail/7038583/rainbow-gulch-trail-714
mailto:patzeddies@gmail.com
https://www.nps.gov/flfo/index.htm
mailto:afoley@ret.unca.edu
http://www.cospringstrails.com/hikes/sevenbridges.html
mailto:lindalangston1@aol.com
http://www.cospringstrails.com/hikes/lovell.html
mailto:danzeddies@gmx.com
https://www.nps.gov/flfo/index.htm
mailto:art3porter@hotmail.com
http://www.cospringstrails.com/hikes/mayspeak.html
mailto:ukmaw@yahoo.com
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/CheyenneMountain/Documents/CMSPTrailMap.pdf
mailto:art3porter@hotmail.com
http://tracyvsetecka.webnode.com/
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Biking by Phil McDonald 

Are you interested in cycling and socializing with really nice people? If so, consider joining the 
PPOTHG Cyclists on our weekly biking excursions. Our cycling season commenced on May 8 and so 
far we have enjoyed adventures in Pueblo, Santa Fe, NM, Fort Collins, and, of course, Colorado 
Springs. Typically our rides range in length from 15-25 miles and  average 10-12 mph. Each ride is 
followed by lunch and socializing.

Future rides are scheduled for Summit County, Leadville, Denver (multiple rides), Aspen-Glenwood 
Springs and the Black Hills area of SD. Thirteen of us will be travelling at the end of this month to 
Prague in the Czech Republic (not an “official” PPOTHG event). So, as you can see, our cycling 
adventures literally take us around the world!

If  this sounds like something that you would enjoy, please contact me, Phil McDonald, at 
pharoahphil@comcast.net and I’ll add you to my list of 30+ happy riders.

      Date Ride Leader

          July 2           AFA Joe Schultes

          July 9           Denver                       Miller, Toppe

          July16          Cottonwood Creek Trail Phil McDonald

          July 30          Castle Rock Gutow, Butkus
 
          August 6          Woodland Park  Vsetecka

          August 13          Greenland Open Space   Mattie O.

          August 19-20          Aspen-Glenwood Springs   McDonald, Arthur

          August 27          Larkspur    Mattie O.

mailto:pharoahphil@comcast.net
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                            Skiing by Debbie Beatty 

What a marvelous ski season we had in 2019 with an extended season at Breck!  Let's hope for a 
repeat in 2020! 

We have not finalized the details for the ski bus for next year but I am planning to use the 56 
passenger Ramblin Express bus again.  We averaged about 38.  I think the interior comfort, and 
keeping our skis safe and dry in the baggage compartment are worth it.  

Our destinations will follow the same pattern that we have worked out the last few seasons. The 
primary destinations will include Breckenridge, Keystone, A-Basin and Copper. I will probably drop 
the Monarch trip and substitute a Breck trip that has proven more popular. 

For those who prefer Nordic activities, there will also be a Nordic center stop each week. 

The day trips will start with the first week in January 2020 and continue through the end of March. 
This is a convenient way to ski the nearby resorts without the hassle of driving. The group is very 
diverse, friendly and includes all skiing abilities. 

If you have not purchased your season pass (or four pack) you should do so before the prices go up. 
More details will be available in the fall. 

If you have questions, please contact Debbie Beatty at Debbie.Beatty@q.com.

Arrowhead 2020   

The dates for next years trip: February 3 - 7.  

Reservations for our 2020 trip to Arrowhead are still available.  We will arrive in the afternoon of 
Monday February 3 and depart on Friday February 7.  Monday night we will have a party with food 
and drink.  We are also planning a dinner gathering at the Arrowhead Country Club of the Rockies on 
Wednesday.  

The cost is $350 per person and includes the four-night stay.  

In early January 2020 condo assignments will be sent to everyone that signed up for the trip and also 
directions to Arrowhead and check in procedures.    

Reservations for this trip are due by July 1.  Guests of club members can make a reservation after 
June 13.   Reservation checks should be made out to PPOTHG and mailed to 1730 Pinnacle Ridge 
Lane COS 80919. 

If you have questions, please contact Rick Couch at rsmileyc@gmail.com or (719)930-9541.

mailto:Debbie.Beatty@q.com
mailto:rsmileyc@gmail.com
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Camping by Tom DeGeorge

Our 2019 camping schedule has been set for months and all camping venue booking windows are 
open.  If anyone wants to join us camping check out the schedule below, use the website shown, and 
give it a whirl. As always, campers are responsible for making their own reservations.  The 
campgrounds and camping sites that we will be at are shown on the next page.  Camping is popular 
in Colorado and availability at campgrounds tends to diminish over time.  Routinely checking for 
cancellations may provide an opportunity at some locations. People do cancel.

Our first camping event at Lathrop State Park in May was severely impacted by the late spring 
weather. Many hearty campers participated.  Many of us drove the Highway of Legends and 
marveled at the detailed ‘legends ‘ in the descriptive booklet available in the Park visitor center. 

Nine hearty souls and two rambunctious puppies hiked the Hogback trail in the Park.  A few intrepid 
fishermen caught trout in the lake.   Several enjoyed teaching new friends how to play Jokers and 
Marbles, utilizing the golf course snack bar tables and hospitality. We made so much hootin’ hollerin’ 
noise another camping group wanted to know all about it!  Eighteen of our campers experienced 
Springtime in the Rockies, but nothing could dampen spirits.  Props?? to all those for braving the 
elements.   

The remaining trips are :

Month              Park                                       No. of Participants

July                 Dowdy Lake / West Lake         14

August            Ridgeway SP.                          12

September      Custer SP SD.                         22

If you provided camping details to Tom D. those camping should expect an email prior to the trip 
summarizing the Participants, their Camp sites, arrival and departure dates plus contact info -- all 
good to know stuff for campers.    

Any questions?  Contact Tom DeGeorge at tomdegeorge@gmail.com or 719-353-9894.

Next up is Dowdy Lake.    Happy Trails!

mailto:tomdegeorge@gmail.com
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 PPOTHG 
2019 

CAMPING 
SCHEDULE 

MONTH DATES CAMPGROUND Address SITES Booking 
window 
opens 

Other stuff

May 19 th - 
24th

Lathrop SP      book 
on 

reserveamerica.com

70 County 
Rd 502  
Walsenburg, 
CO (719) 
738-2376 

Loop B Open for 
booking 

now

Water 
hydrants, 
electric, 
dump 

June 16th-21st Redstone                    
  book on.                   
        recreation.Gov

Redstone 
Blvd. 
Redstone , 
CO. 1-887-
444-6777

1 - 19 Open for 
booking 

now

Electric, 
water at 

sites 1-19 , 
shower, 

flush toilet

July 14th - 
19th 

Dowdy / West Lake  
Red Feather Lakes.  

                    book 
on.  recreation.Gov    

             

Dowdy Lake 
Rd, Red 
Feather 
Lakes, 
Bellevue, CO 
(790) 295-
6700

Loop E. 
              
  39- 50

Open for 
booking 

now

Electric

August 11th -
16th

Ridgeway SP.            
book on 

reserveamerica.com 

28555 Hwy 
550 
Ridgeway, 
CO.  
(970)626-
5822

Loop G 
237-278 
Pa-Co-
Chu-

Puk CG

February 
11th, 2019

Full Hook 
Ups, dump

September 8th - 
15th

Custer State Park 
South Dakota.        

Game Lodge 
Campground. 
Backup Grace 

Coolidge 
campground.             

      book on      
campsd.com

For cabins at 
Game Lodge 
call                
              1-
888-875-0001

Any Open for 
booking 

now.

Electric, 
hydrants 
,dump, 

showers, 
flush 

toilets and 
camper 

cabins at 
Game 
Lodge

http://reserveamerica.com/
http://recreation.gov/
http://recreation.gov/
http://reserveamerica.com/
http://campsd.com/
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Treasurer’s Report by Ann Couch

PPOTHG finances are tracked in two categories:

1. Operational Income and Expenses –see chart below.
2. Breakout activities, such as Arrowhead, Snow Mountain and Ski Bus.

Current PPOTHG checking account balance is $22344.74.

1. Operational Income and Expenses balance is $10,454.31

    .         We budget approximately $8500 for operational expenses such as activities, website,
              insurance, picnic and Christmas party, membership badges, and other charges.  This year
              from July, 2018 until now our dues income is $8060.

2. Breakout activities balance is  $11,890.43

  None of those three special activities receive any subsidy from the club and their moneys are
  not considered part of the normal operational budget.

             The Breakouts have a slight surplus carry-over from year to year as a guard against a year 
             where there might be a short fall.  Arrowhead has already started collecting for 2020

                  

Picnic, $1,200

Christmas, 
$2,000

Activities, 
$1,100

Infrastructure, 
$2,420

Insurance, $850
Website, $820

Income, $8,000

PPOTHG Operational Income and Expenses
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               Communications by Susan Callahan

Included in almost every email from PPOTHG is a reminder in red to respond to the 
activity leads email address, not to the email sent. The PPOTHG email mailbox is 
not monitored on a regular basis and the message will not be forwarded to anyone.  
You might miss out on an activity!

Please review your spam folders if you think you are not getting all of the PPOTHG 
emails.  I found some in my spam folder recently.  Who knows why????

Now that you are reading this from the website, check out the pictures for the various activities. There 
are new pictures on the home page as well as some for the activities.

If you take photos at any of our activities, please forward them to me and I will add them to our 
website photo gallery.  

Reminder:  When you unsubscribe to even one email from PPOTHG, you will not receive any 
future emails for any activities.

If there is an activity that you are not interested in, just delete the email.

Look at PPOTHG website Calendar for upcoming events.


