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NEWSLETTER
              

Presidents Message by 
                   Susan Callahan
 
First, I would like to thank the many folks who have given me very 
nice and complimentary comments about my election as the next 
PPOTHG President.  

Because we decided to fill the Presidents Board position immediately, 
we started the nominating process for the upcoming board vacancies 
earlier this year. The nominating committee members are Debbie 
Beatty, Jim Marquart and Janice Harris.  They have been working 
industriously to find people to present to the membership for the 
upcoming vacancies. 

We are now in need to find someone to take the Communications 
Director board position.  See job description below.  A new non-board 
position for Webmaster will be addressed later this year.

If you are interested in being considered for this position please 
contact Debbie Beatty at 719 201-2847.

I am very pleased to announce that Pat DeGeorge has accepted the 
Special Events Coordinator position.  Can hardly wait for the first 
event that she plans!!

PPOTHG has grown quite a lot as a club in the past few years.  It 
takes quite a few people to make our club thrive with the many 
activities that we support.  We are always happy to have people come 
forward and offer to get involved.  This is important to learn how the 
club operates and needless to say for leadership roles in the future.
                     

       Happy St. Paddy’s Day Everyone!

Mar-Apr 2020

Website - ppothg.com

Board of Directors
President 

Susan Callahan  388-1534

Vice Pres. & Membership
Terry Pessaro   703-801-9820

Treasurer
Ann Couch    260-5566

Secretary 
Charmain Bearup   632-0252

Social Director
Patty Martinez 598-4221

Communications Director
Susan Callahan   388-1534

Skiing Director
Debbie Beatty   201-2847

Coordinators
Hiking

Arthur Foley   535-9085

Golf
Mike Cohen  799-6433

Biking
Phil McDonald  313-8400

Camping
Landon Phillips  494-1489

Pickleball
       Dan Akerhielm 599-0338
  
            Special Events
       Pat DeGeorge  277-0928

The Club always welcomes 
guests and former members.
 
Guests (over age 18) may 
participate in up to two club 
activities on a space available 
basis.  Membership is open 
to those who are age 50 and 
over. 
Former members must 
rejoin the club to participate 
in any club activity unless 
visiting from out of town.

http://www.ppothg.com/
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Membership by Terry Pessaro

We have 270 members in the club.

Please welcome our new members:

Joan Goldsmith learned about the club from several of our very active members.  Jean is also active 
in skiing, hiking, golf, camping, and biking.  Jean we look forward to having you in the club.

Val Snider learned about the club from Norm Farrar.  Val likes to ski, snowshoe, hike, and play 
pickleball.  Val we look forward to spending time with you!

Paul and Carrie Ingersoll googled when they moved here and found the club!  We are glad that they 
did!  They enjoy most of the club activities:  skiing, snowshoeing, hiking, golf, biking, and pickleball.  
Paul and Carrie we look forward to seeing you out there!

Family members of Kay Sawyer introduced her to the club.  Kay loves to ski, hike, and camp.  Please 
welcome her!

Domokos Hadnagy found out about the club from Debbie Beatty.  Domokos enjoys skiing, hiking, 
camping, and biking.  We look forward to Domokos joining us on the trails and around the campfire!

Jan Stone and Alden Hingle discovered the club through other members.  They ski, snowshoe, hike 
and bike.  Please look for Jan and Alden on the trails!
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                                          2020 Nominating Committee
                                         Debbie Beatty, Janice Harris, Jim Marquart

Board Vacancy – Communications Director

We are looking for a person to serve a 3-year term to take on the following responsibilities:

Member of the Board – attend bi-monthly meetings.

Experienced in using word processing software and willing to learn new application software as required.  
Mailchimp is the primary new application to learn.

Composes bi-monthly newsletter with input from the board members and activity coordinators.  Creates PDF 
file.

Sends Mailchimp email for newsletter.

Submits newsletter to Webmaster for posting.

Sends Mailchimp emails as requested by board members and activity coordinators.  

Monitors both ppothg gmail accounts. Notifies board of invoices to be paid.

Ensures digital documentation is maintained in the ppothg business email account.

Helps collect photos or might even take photos that can be used on the ppothg website.

The slate of officers for the upcoming year will be presented to the membership at the April dinner 
meeting.

Please contact any of the committee members if you are interested.
Debbie:  Debbie.beatty@q.com or 201-2847
Janice:   dnj71@comcast.net,    or 440-1100  
Jim:        jtmarquart@gmail.com or 640-1762

mailto:Debbie.beatty@q.com
mailto:dnj71@comcast.net
mailto:jtmarquart@gmail.com
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              Communications by Susan Callahan

As a reminder, moving forward Activity Coordinators are maintaining email lists of those folks 
interested in their specific activity.  Please contact them individually with your contact information so 
that you will be aware of the activity events.  

Contact information for the Activity Coordinators can be found on the first page of this newsletter, in 
their respective sections of this newsletter, and also on the website.

 We are implementing this process to avoid inundating people with too many PPOTHG emails.  As 
the club as grown, we hope you will find this to be a better process.  

If you no longer want to receive an email for a specific activity, contact that coordinator and ask to be 
removed from the list.

With this new email process, you will be getting emails from two sources – 1) Mailchimp for general 
mailings to the entire membership; 2) Activity Coordinators personal emails for the list of interested 
folks. 

The PPOTHG Website Calendar lists all activity events with contact information.  Detail information is 
not included on the website to prevent a non-member from just showing up.

Please review your spam folders if you think you are not getting all of the PPOTHG emails.  I found 
some in my spam folder recently.  Who knows why??.

If you take photos at any of our activities, please forward them to me and I will add them to our 
website photo gallery.  
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                                             Skiing by Debbie Beatty

The snow is great in the mountains currently.  Jump on the bus and enjoy it now!  You are welcome 
to invite friends to join you. We have 15-20 seats available on all the dates except 2/19 (only 4 or 5 
seats open on that week). We make a stop in Woodland Park to pick up riders there and always 
make a Nordic stop for those that cross-country ski or snowshoe. 

If you have any questions, contact Debbie.Beatty@q.com or 719-201-2847.

Arrowhead 2020   

Another great week at Arrowhead with 60 folks skiing, snow shoeing, shopping at Beaver Creek and 
party fun. The Monday night party attendees enjoyed lots of food and beverage and party fun 
chatting.  Wednesday night at the Country Club, organized once again by Wayne Bearup was a great 
success. The weather was lets just say, “COLD”.  It also posed some challenges for coming back to 
Colorado Springs on Friday.  Some folks left on Thursday, at least one condo was able to arrange for 
an additional night on Friday, and you can hear the stories from other folks.

Next year we are looking at going back to Arrowhead on February 1-5, 2021.  We will begin working 
our contract with Vail Resorts in April and will start sign ups for this trip in July.

 Pictures can be seen on the PPOTHG website.

                             

                                                 Early risers for the photo shoot

mailto:Debbie.Beatty@q.com
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Dinner Meetings by Patty Martinez 

Wednesday, March 11

The dinner meeting will be held at Jack Quinn’s Irish Pub & Restaurant, 21 South Tejon Street, 
80903. We will celebrate “the wearing of the green”. Your Irish songs and jokes are welcome! 

SOCIAL HOUR: 5:30 PM 
MEETING: 6:00 PM
DINNER: Following the meeting 

Dinner choices are: 
1. Corned Beef and Cabbage 
2. Bangers and Mash 
3. Fish and Chips 
4. Pub Macaroni and Cheese 
5. Sheppard’s Pie in Bread Bowl

 
The cost is $20 per person, which includes tax and gratuity. Please make checks out to PPOTHG and 
mail to: 

Patty Martinez, 6035 Tuckerman Ln, Colorado Springs, CO 80918
 
Please annotate your menu selection on your check. Your check is your reservation. Checks must 
be received no later than Friday 6 March 2020.
If you email me when you send your check I will confirm receipt by return email. 
pamartinez243@msn.com. 

Wednesday, April 8

Details will follow at a later date.

                  **************************************
It is not too early to volunteer hosting a summer potluck in your home/deck/garage. Attendance is 
usually between 50 and 75 members. Plates, plastic ware and glasses are provided by PPOTHG. 
The dates of 10 June and 12 August 2020 are available. Evonda and Mike Lee have volunteered their 
home for the 8 July dinner. Thank you Evonda and Mike! 

                  **************************************

. 
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Camping by Landon Phillips

The RV camping will be a little different this year.  Rather than planning the entire schedule for the 
2020 season in late 2019, several trip planners have stepped forward to each organize one trip.  
Some of our trips will be longer, and out of state.  Some will be shorter in distance and easy to reach.  
Based on the volunteers we now have, there will be at least 1 trip per month.  Notifications about 
each trip will be sent well in advance of the 6-month reservation window.

Please note, a coordinator plans camping trips, but the individuals wishing to participate make 
reservations for a campsite.  PPOTHG does not reserve a block of sites at any of the venues.

Anyone interested in camping, please let me know so I can get an idea of who might want to 
participate in our trips next year..

If you are interested in planning a trip, or have questions, please feel free to contact Landon Phillips 
at lbphillips@aol.com or 494-1489

Please note, the window for reserving campsites in June and July has passed and therefore that 
information is not included in this newsletter.

August
It’s time to start planning for the August camping trip.  We will be going to the Gunnison National 
Forest.  We plan to be there from August 16 to August 21, or any date you may choose to join us.  
Reservations can be made 6 months in advance.  Our campground is Lakeview Gunnison and you 
can find it on recreartion.gov.  It is near Taylor Reservoir, so many of the summer water activities will 
be available.  Please note that sites 48 to 68 have electric hook-ups, but there are many very nice 
sites without electric.  There may even be sites available at the last minute due to overflow camping 
sites opened for that purpose by the Park.  

The road over Cottonwood Pass to Taylor Park Reservoir is now paved, but there are some 
restrictions, such as a vehicle pulling a trailer pulling a boat.  If in doubt, check.
Tom and Janet Riley and Pat DeGeorge are hosting this trip.  Please let Pat DeGeorge know if you 
are coming.  Her e-mail address is patwatercolor@gmail.com  

September
In September, we will be camping at Mueller State Park from September 21 to September 24.  We 
will try to reserve a group campsite.  In order to be in the group site, the trip host will need 
confirmation and payment 10 days before the reservation, so watch for more information in early 
March

mailto:lbphillips@aol.com
mailto:patwatercolor@gmail.com
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             Hiking by Arthur Foley and Mike Witter
          
Hike Reminders with further details are sent out two days prior to each hike. Please read them, and 
if at all possible, contact the Hike Leader if you intend to participate. In the interest of safety and fun, 
we ask our hikers to read and follow certain guidelines. These can be found in the Hiker’s Guidelines, 
located in the Hiking section of the PPOTHG website.

Hiking Names  in blue and underlined are linked to websites. You should be able to simply hold down 
the Ctrl key & click on them to go directly to websites for more information.

 Date         Name             Leader      Phone                    Email

2 Mar Hogbacks Open Space Art Porter    719-634-7280 art3porter@hotmail.com

10 Mar High Chaparral Open Space Mike Witter    719-660-5758 ukmaw@yahoo.com

18 Mar Ute Valley Open Space Arthur Foley    719-535-9085 afoley@ret.unca.edu

26 Mar Greenway to Fountain Creek Linda Langston  719-579-8135 lindalangston1@aol.com

2 Apr New Santa Fe Trail Norma Brough   7190440-6739    normabr684@gmail.com

8 Apr Fountain Creek Park Linda Langston  719-579-8135 lindalangston1@aol.com

16 Apr Iron Mountain Mike Witter    719-660-5758 ukmaw@yahoo.com

22 Apr Blodgett Peak Open Space Arthur Foley    719-535-9085 afoley@ret.unca.edu

29 Apr Vindicator Valley Art Porter   719-634-7280 art3porter@hotmail.com

NEW VOLUNTEER HIKE LEADER -- We are pleased to announce our latest hiking staff member 
and hike leader, Norma Brough. We look forward to having her “show the way”, especially in the 
areas around Monument.

                                               

http://www.ppothg.com/documents/Hiking%20Guidelines.pdf
http://www.ppothg.com/
http://www.ppothg.com/
https://royalgorgeregion.com/hogbacks-trail-guide/
mailto:art3porter@hotmail.com
https://www.hikingproject.com/trail/7037742/high-chaparral-open-space-loop
mailto:ukmaw@yahoo.com
https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/inline-images/utevalleypark_trailmap_011320208.pdf
mailto:afoley@ret.unca.edu
http://www.cospringstrails.com/hikes/greenway.html
mailto:lindalangston1@aol.com
https://assets-communityservices.elpasoco.com/wp-content/uploads/Parks/ParkMaps/New-Santa-Fe-Regional-Trail.pdf
mailto:normabr684@gmail.com
https://communityservices.elpasoco.com/nature-centers/fountain-creek-nature-center/
mailto:lindalangston1@aol.com
https://gazette.com/life/happy-trails-iron-mountain-manitou-springs/article_a266ace6-50db-555f-a685-eb63afcc5189.html
mailto:ukmaw@yahoo.com
http://www.cospringstrails.com/hikes/blodgett.html
mailto:afoley@ret.unca.edu
http://www.cospringstrails.com/hikes/vindicator.html
mailto:art3porter@hotmail.com
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                    Pickleball by Dan Akerhielm 
We are now an official PPOTHG activity and we had a fantastic summer season!  The group 
continues to grow and is getting quite skilled.  Participation varies from 8 players in harsh conditions 
to 20+ is nice sunny weather.
 
Whether you are an experienced 4.0 player or a newbie just wanting to give it a try come on out and 
join the fun. We have extra paddles and I can get you started.  We specialize in friendly play and I 
guarantee you will get a great workout along with a smile on your face.  
 
Our schedule varies through the seasons; we are now going into a winter schedule and will continue 
playing twice a week, weather permitting.  My general rule of thumb is we play when the courts are 
dry, temperature 40 plus, sunny, and no wind.
 
Where:  Monument Valley courts
When:  every Monday from 2-4pm
 
Where:  Banning Lewis Ranch courts
When:  every Thursday from 10-noon
 
I maintain an email list for weekly reminders and any change of play; let me know if you want to be 
added to the list.  I periodically review the list and remove anyone I haven’t seen for 6 months or so; if 
you fell victim and want to be added back on let me know.

Dan Akerhielm  hikindude@comcast.net 

Biking by Phil McDonald 

The official cycling season will kick off in May with an organizational meeting and party at a location to 
be decided. The calendar of rides from May-October will be created at this time. Interested cyclists 
are strongly encouraged to attend this event. Currently, we are doing  “off season” rides on Tuesday if 
the conditions are favorable for cycling in Colorado Springs. When regular season rides resume in 
May, we will be enjoying local rides at various locations in Colorado as well as selective rides out of 
state. 

Our rides are designed to be leisurely social rides, normally 15-25 miles in duration at an average 
speed of 10-12 mph. Most rides feature lunch and social gossip (just kidding about the gossip part).  
If you are interested in joining the PPOTHG Cyclists, please contact Phil McDonald at 
pharoahphil@comcast.net.

mailto:hikindude@comcast.net
mailto:pharoahphil@comcast.net
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                             Golf by Mike Cohen

We are having a quiet off-season.  We got together for one round of winter golf at Patty Jewett in late 
January.  If we get a forecast for a Monday in February or March with sunshine and temps at least in 
the low 50’s I’ll arrange another.  Weather permitting, we hope to start playing regularly in April.  
   
For those of you who are new to the club, here’s a quick run down of what we do.  We play 9 holes on 
Monday mornings. We are not a league, just a fun and friendly group of people.  We do not track 
scores, handicaps etc., though some individuals do so on their own. Players at all skill levels are in 
the group - low handicaps, high handicaps, no handicaps and beginners. Anyone who’s interested will 
fit in fine.  Usually we have lunch together after our round.

We play at a variety of local courses.  Here are the ones we played last year:
 Antler Creek (Peyton) 
 Cherokee Ridge
 Fort Carson Cheyenne Shadows (Fort Carson) 
 Four Mile Ranch (Canon City)
 King's Deer (Monument) 
 Patty Jewett
 Peterson Silver Spruce Golf Course
 Pine Creek
 Shining Mountain (Woodland Park) 
 Spring Ranch 
 Valley Hi    
 Woodmoor (Monument) 

Late in the season we have a Best Ball Scramble outing, where we play 18 holes with lunch and 
prizes – last season it was at Shining Mountain.   

If you are listed in the OTHG membership list as being interested in golf you will automatically be on 
my mailing list for golf announcements. If you want to be added to the golf list, or have any questions 
or suggestions, feel free to call or email me. 

 Mike Cohen, 630-248-5703, mc1959@ameritech.net.  
    

Look at PPOTHG website Calendar for upcoming events.

mailto:mc1959@ameritech.net

