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NEWSLETTER
              

Presidents Message by 
 Ric Denton

 
We are now up to 285 members!  Wow!

To make your PPOTHG experience as fun as possible, we attempt to 
keep you informed with general PPOTHG Mail Chimp messages for 
the various activities.  (By the way, sometimes the PPOTHG Mail 
Chimp emails go to your spam folder, so please check that folder 
once in a while.)  Remember also, never send a reply to the PPOTHG 
mailers; these are “No Reply” mailers.

Many of the activity coordinators now keep a contact email list of the 
active members or anyone who would like to be kept informed with 
more details and information about their activity. It is very important 
that you contact the activity chairs for each activity that you are 
interested in, and have them put your contact information on their 
individual activity email lists.  The activity chairs are the ones who 
then distribute emails to the members on the lists that they each 
maintain.  Some activity chairs send out mailers once a week, while 
others send out emails monthly or so.  If you do not do this, you will 
not be notified about their upcoming activities!  It is true that we try to 
keep you apprised of activities through this newsletter and website, 
but please, make sure that you are on the individual activity chair 
email lists as well.

Who are the activity chairs?  They are listed on the web site, they 
appear in this newsletter, and very soon they will be shown on the 
periodic roster that comes out.
 

 

                     

Sep-Oct 2019

Website - ppothg.com

Board of Directors
President 

Ric Denton    576-0483

Vice Pres. & Membership
Terry Pessaro   703-801-9820

Treasurer
Ann Couch    260-5566

Secretary 
Charmain Bearup   632-0252

Social Director
Patty Martinez 598-4221

Communications Director
Susan Callahan   388-1534

Skiing Director
Debbie Beatty   201-2847

Coordinators
Hiking

Arthur Foley   535-9085

Golf
Mike Cohen  799-6433

Biking
Phil McDonald  313-8400

Camping
Tom DeGeorge  277-0928

Pickleball
       Dan Akerhielm 599-0338
  
            Special Events
                     TBD

The Club always welcomes 
guests and former members.
 
Guests (over age 18) may 
participate in up to two club 
activities on a space available 
basis.  Membership is open 
to those who are age 50 and 
over. 
Former members must 
rejoin the club to participate 
in any club activity unless 
visiting from out of town.

http://www.ppothg.com/
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Membership by Terry Pessaro

The club has a very active membership of 285.

Please welcome our new members:

Teri Orland learned of the club from Renee Weatherby.  Teri hikes, golfs, bikes, and plays pickle ball.  
Please welcome Teri to the club.

Welcome to Michael and Lorena Wilder.  Mike and Lorena enjoy skiing, snowshoeing, hiking, 
camping and biking.  Mike also enjoys riding his motorcycle and fishing.  They learned about the club 
from several current members.  

Susan Gearhart found out about the club from REI.  She enjoys skiing, snowshoeing, hiking, and 
golf.  She will see about camping   Susan we look forward to seeing you on the trails and the links!

Tim and Jan Lytle found us on the Internet.  They enjoy skiing, hiking, golf, and biking.  Tim and Jan 
welcome!

Welcome to Denise Oldach!  Denise enjoys snowshoeing, hiking, golf, and biking.  She learned of 
the club through a friend.  Denise welcome to the club!

Lisa and Tim Heckel learned of the club from friends.   Besides snowshoeing, hiking, camping and 
golf, they also enjoy lake kayaking and paddle boarding.  Lisa and Tim we look forward to spending 
time with you in all of these great activities!

Please welcome Jim and Brenda Hanson.  Jim and Brenda learned about the club on the internet.  
They snowshoe, hike, golf, and bike.  They also enjoy concerts, shows, and card games.  Please look 
for them on the trails/links and welcome them!
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PPOTHG MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME!  Dues must be postmarked NO LATER THAN 
Monday, September 30, 2019.
 

- The PPOTHG membership period is October 1st - September 30th.  The annual dues are an 
amazing deal at $30 per person.  If your payment is not postmarked by the September 30th 
deadline, you will be assessed an additional $10 LATE PAY FEE.  If a current member does 
NOT renew by the September 30th deadline, and wishes to rejoin at anytime in the following 
12 months, they will be considered renewing members and the standard $30 renewal plus $10 
late fee will apply.  Membership dues are non-refundable.

 
Checks should be made out to PPOTHG and mailed to: PPOTHG/Membership, PO Box 1144, 
Monument, CO 80132.  Please make a notation “Membership 2019-2020” on your check. 
 
If for some reason you will NOT be renewing your membership this year, please advise via email at 
terrypessaro@gmail.com.   By doing so, you will assist in keeping our membership records current 
and also eliminate the need for follow up phone call and/or emails.

Often members bring their renewal checks to the Annual PPOTHG Picnic at Cheyenne Mountain 
State Park in September.  Terry plans on being at that gathering, and can accept your forms and 
checks if you would like to turn them in at that time.  However, NO CASH payments at the picnic 
please! 

Thank you in advance for your help in making this a smooth renewal process and welcome back to 
another wonderful year of great activities.
 

Reminder of the PPOTHG Dues Structure

Membership year runs October 1 to September 30 each year.
           
                              NEW MEMBERS Dues:      
                              -- When joining October 1 - March 31:  $30/person for the year
                              -- When joining April 1 - September 30: $15/person for the 
                                                                                                remainder of the year

                            RENEWAL Dues: October 1 - September $30/person 

                                Note: If a current member does NOT renew by October 1st and
                               wishes to rejoin at anytime in the 12 months following the October

                                          renewal period, the standard $30 membership renewal plus
                                          $10 “Late Fee” will apply. 
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               Communications by Susan Callahan

As Ric has discussed in his message, moving forward Activity Coordinators are maintaining email 
lists of those folks interested in their specific activity.  Please contact them individually with your 
contact information so that you will be aware of the activity events.  The PPOTHG Website Calendar 
also lists all activity events with contact information.  We are implementing this process to avoid 
inundating people with too many PPOTHG emails.  As the club as grown, we hope you will find this to 
be a better process.

We will continue to send general emails to the membership for some activities or announcements like 
the Newsletter.  Please pay attention to a reminder in red to respond to the activity leads email 
address, not to the email sent. The PPOTHG email mailbox is not monitored on a regular basis and 
the message will not be forwarded to anyone.  You might miss out on an activity!

Please review your spam folders if you think you are not getting all of the PPOTHG emails.  I found 
some in my spam folder recently.  Who knows why????

Now that you are reading this from the website, check out the pictures for the various activities. There 
are new pictures on the home page as well as some for the activities.

If you take photos at any of our activities, please forward them to me and I will add them to our 
website photo gallery.  

Reminder:  When you unsubscribe to even one email from PPOTHG, you will not receive any 
future emails for any activities.

If there is an activity that you are not interested in, just delete the email.

Look at PPOTHG website Calendar for upcoming events.
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Dinner Meetings by Patty Martinez 

Sunday, September 8

We will meet at the Cheyenne Mountain State Park, Prairie Skipper Pavilion. Lunch will be served at 
1:00 pm with a short business meeting prior to lunch. You can enter the park whenever you want, 
hike and enjoy the area. Lunch will be catered by Buffalo Gals and they will furnish a complete lunch, 
including dessert. 

The cost is $8.00 per person or $16.00 per couple. Cost for guest is $18.50. 

Please mail your checks, made out to PPOTHG, to Patty Martinez, 6035 Tuckerman Ln, C/S, 80918. 
Your check is your reservation. I need your checks no later than 3 September 2019.

Please email me when you mail your check and I will confirm receipt when I receive the check. 

pamartinez23@msn.com 
719-598-4221 719-338-9559 

Upon entering the main gate, an $8.00 fee per vehicle will be charged unless you have a valid Aspen 
Pass or are riding with someone who has one. Follow the main road ahead. Prairie Skipper Pavilion 
will be about one mile up the main road on the left.

Hard liquor is prohibited in the park. 

Wednesday, October 9

Meeting location to be determined.

Special Events  
        
If there is someone interested in taking over this position, please contact Ric Denton or any of the 
other board directors.

                        



6

                        Pickleball by Dan Akerhielm 

 It’s here!  Pickleball is now a formal PPOTHG activity.

We are now an official PPOTHG activity and the season is in full swing!  Whether you are an 
experienced 4.0 player or a newbie just wanting to give it a try come on out and join the fun.  We 
have extra paddles and can get you started.

Our schedule varies through the seasons; for the summer we are playing twice a week:

Where:  Monument Valley courts
When:  every Monday from 4-6pm

Where:  Banning Lewis Ranch courts
When:  every Thursday from 9-12am

We specialize in friendly play and I guarantee you will get a great workout along with a smile on your 
face.  I maintain an email list for weekly reminders and any change of play; let me know if you want to 
be added to the list.

Dan Akerhielm  hikindude@comcast.net  or 599-0338

  

mailto:hikindude@comcast.net
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Biking by Phil McDonald 

At the midpoint of the cycling season, PPOTHG bikers are rolling right along. Our 20-30 mile rides 
have taken us all over the state and to Eastern Europe as well. Clearly the highlight of the season has 
been our June-July trip to Prague, Czech Republic. Our bicycling adventures take us Denver, Pueblo, 
Fort Collins, Aspen, Glenwood Springs, Monument, Fountain, and Larkspur and to New Mexico and 
South Dakota as well. Several great trips remain on the schedule before the cycling season 
concludes at the end of October. 

If you are interested in joining in on the fun and adventure, contact Phil McDonald at 
pharoahphil@comcast.net 

      Date Ride Leader

         Sept. 9-12                 Michelson Trail, SD             Dan Akerheilm

         Sept. 17                    Denver                                 Carol Arthur

         Sept. 24                    Loc. Ride -- ladies only        Jo Cervone/Ruth Tarcza
 
         Oct.1                         CS Local Ride                      Ken Bond

         Oct. 8                        CS Local Ride                      Greg Trent

         Oct. 15                      Pueblo trail (east)                 Phil Mc Donald

         Oct. 22                      Hanover                                Terre Trop

         Oct. 29                      Local Ride                             TBD

                                          

mailto:pharoahphil@comcast.net
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                               Golf by Mike Cohen
 We are off to a great season. As the weather improved, so did the participation with up to 24 players 
for several of the weeks. There were two notable exceptions, where common sense suggested 
cancelling due to cold and rain, but even on those occasions several die-hard players bundled up and 
played.  I want to thank everyone for being so good about signing up in advance, notifying me 
promptly of cancellations, and willingness to go on a wait list when we use up our allotted number of 
tee times. This enables me to adjust arrangements, including securing or releasing time slots as 
appropriate. This in turn helps maximize the number of people who play, and keeps the golf courses 
happy as well.     

Thus far we have played the following courses:
 Cherokee Ridge
 Patty Jewett
 Pine Creek
 Springs Ranch
 Valley Hi     

In addition to playing Patty Jewett, Cherokee Ridge and Valley Hi again, other courses we will 
potentially play include:

 Antler Creek (Peyton) 
 Ft Carson Cheyenne Shadows (Fort Carson) 
 King's Deer (Monument) 
 Peterson Silver Spruce Golf Course
 Shining Mountain (Woodland Park)
 With any luck, we hope to get onto the Air Force Academy course as well

We will play 9 holes on Monday mornings as long as the weather cooperates, usually late September.   
We also plan on having an 18-hole Best Ball Scramble later in the season. We are not a league, just 
a fun and friendly group of people.  We do not track scores, handicaps etc., though some individuals 
do so on their own. Players at all skill levels are in the group - low handicaps, high handicaps, no 
handicaps and beginners. Anyone who’s interested will fit in fine.  Usually we have lunch together 
after our round.  

Most of the courses only allow us to schedule tee times 7 days in advance (3 days for some). I’ll send 
a general email each Monday with details for the following week.  You must respond to me if you 
want to play that week. In other words you can't just show up at the course and expect to play.

If there’s another course you think the group would like to try, feel free to call or email me with your 
suggestions.  Ditto if you have any other questions or suggestions.  

Mike Cohen, 630-248-5703, mc1959@ameritech.net.  

      

mailto:mc1959@ameritech.net
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            Hiking by Arthur Foley and Mike Witter

                  

                    
Hike Reminders with further details are sent out two days prior to each hike. Please read them, and 
if at all possible, contact the Hike Leader if you intend to participate. In the interest of safety and fun, 
we ask our hikers to read and follow certain guidelines. These can be found in the Hiker’s Guidelines, 
located in the Hiking section of the PPOTHG website.

Hiking Names  in blue and underlined are linked to websites. You should be able to simply hold down 
the Ctrl key & click on them to go directly to websites for more information.

 Date            Name                       Leader     Phone            Email

 4 Sep  Elder Fenn Trail Dan Zeddies       719-659-6714 danzeddies@gmx.com

10 Sep Columbine Trail Mike Witter     719-660-5758 ukmaw@yahoo.com

18 Sep  Blodgett Peak Area Art Porter      719-634-7280 art3porter@hotmail.com

26 Sep Castlewood Canyon St. Park Don Vsetecka      719-338-8888 don@vsetecka.com

2 Oct    North Rim Royal Gorge Art Porter      719-634-7280 art3porter@hotmail.com

9 Oct    South Valley Park Art Porter      719-634-7280 art3porter@hotmail.com

16 Oct  South Chamberlain Trail Linda Langston    719-579-8135 lindalangston1@aol.com

24 Oct  Rampart Reservoir Trail Don Vsetecka      719-338-8888 don@vsetecka.com

29 Oct  University Park Trail Bob Jones      512-921-0667 jonesschou@mac.com

WE NEED VOLUNTEER HIKE LEADERS. Contact one of the hike leaders above to join the staff 
where you can help set the schedules and become a hike leader

                        

http://www.ppothg.com/documents/Hiking%20Guidelines.pdf
http://www.ppothg.com/
http://www.ppothg.com/
http://www.cospringstrails.com/hikes/elderfehn.html
mailto:danzeddies@gmx.com
http://www.cospringstrails.com/hikes/columbine.html
mailto:ukmaw@yahoo.com
http://www.cospringstrails.com/hikes/blodgett.html
mailto:art3porter@hotmail.com
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/CastlewoodCanyon
mailto:don@vsetecka.com
http://www.joinfar.org/trails.html
mailto:art3porter@hotmail.com
https://www.jeffco.us/1431/South-Valley-Park/
mailto:art3porter@hotmail.com
https://gazette.com/life/happy-trails-south-chamberlain-looks-back-at-strawberry-fields-forward/article_1de1f9e8-9c23-11e9-8556-f77ad518b144.html
mailto:lindalangston1@aol.com
http://www.hikingintherockies.com/hiking/hike%20reports/RampartReservoir/rampart_reservoir.htm
mailto:don@vsetecka.com
https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/university_park_mp_final_3.28.16.pdf
mailto:jonesschou@mac.com
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                            Skiing by Debbie Beatty
 
I am currently in the process of getting quotes from Ramblin Express.  We are hoping to start weekly 
bus trips as early as Jan 2 and run 13 trips this year through March 31.  This is all dependent on 
Mother Nature, of course. 

I will be looking at quotes to Cooper as well as Breck/Copper and Monarch for the Jan 2 trip. If you 
really have a preference, please email me and let me know.  

It is vital that I have your correct email. You should have gotten an email from me in July and Aug 
about the Whistler trip.  Several emails from the member roster came back undeliverable, so please 
double check that info and let Terry Pessaro and myself know of corrections.  Also, check your spam 
folder or add me to your contacts so my emails will come to your inbox.  

Whistler update, so far 12 people have signed up, need 18 to go.  

As you know, we have a cooperative agreement with the Blazer's Ski Club, which allows us to join 
them on their ski trips without having to join their organization.  Likewise, they will be able to ride the 
ski bus without having to join PPOTHG.  I will give our club first priority to sign up for the ski bus 
starting in Oct.  Then in Nov I will open it up to the Blazers and outside guests.  I encourage you to 
please sign up quickly in Oct when the schedule comes out to lock in a seat on the bus.  I am also 
requiring a 24 hr advance notice on cancellations to be considered for a refund or to transfer your trip 
to another week. 
 
I hope many of you are hiking and biking to keep those legs in shape for what I hope will be another 
great ski season!

If you have questions, please contact Debbie Beatty at Debbie.Beatty@q.com.

Arrowhead 2020   

The dates for next years trip: February 3 - 7.  

Reservations for our 2020 trip to Arrowhead are now on a waitlist basis.  

We will arrive in the afternoon of Monday February 3 and depart on Friday February 7.  Monday night 
we will have a party with food and drink.  We are also planning a dinner gathering at the Arrowhead 
Country Club of the Rockies on Wednesday.  

The cost is $350 per person and includes the four-night stay.  

mailto:Debbie.Beatty@q.com
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In early January 2020 condo assignments will be sent to everyone that signed up for the trip and also 
directions to Arrowhead and check in procedures.    

Reservations for this trip are due by July 1.  Guests of club members can make a reservation after 
June 13.   Reservation checks should be made out to PPOTHG and mailed to 1730 Pinnacle Ridge 
Lane COS 80919. 

If you have questions, please contact Rick Couch at rsmileyc@gmail.com or (719)930-9541.

Snow Ranch 2020

The date for next years trip: February 18-21.

Once again it looks as though we will fill 2 eight room lodges. As of 8/9/ 19 we had one room 
available. If interested contact me for the room or to be put on a wait list.

Joe Maio  -- jrmtn@comcast.net   

Camping by Tom DeGeorge

mailto:rsmileyc@gmail.com
mailto:jrmtn@comcast.net
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Camping endeavors to date have been a bit of a mixed bag.  Weather and campground site 
availability have made it an interesting activity so far.  May winter storms made Lathrop SP a 
challenge but fun for those that ventured out.  Redstone in June was a bit wet but beautiful 
and West Lake / Dowdy Lake in July outstanding as we enjoyed our shrimp boil dinner, 
fishing, hiking, bike riding, kayaking and evening happy hours.  

We end the season in Custer SP, South Dakota September 8-15.    Specifics for that trip can 
be found in the camping schedule .

Any questions?  Contact Tom DeGeorge at tomdegeorge@gmail.com or 719-353-9894.

 PPOTHG 
2019 

CAMPING 
SCHEDULE 

MONTH DATES CAMPGROUND Address SITES Booking 
window 
opens 

Other stuff

September 8th - 
15th

Custer State Park 
South Dakota.        

Game Lodge 
Campground. 
Backup Grace 

Coolidge 
campground.             

      book on      
campsd.com

For cabins at 
Game Lodge 
call                
              1-
888-875-0001

Any Open for 
booking 

now.

Electric, 
hydrants 
,dump, 

showers, 
flush 

toilets and 
camper 

cabins at 
Game 
Lodge

mailto:tomdegeorge@gmail.com
http://campsd.com/

