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               NEWSLETTER 

                 
 

 
 

Presidents Message by 
Susan Callahan 

 
  Again, this month, the opening comment is pretty much the 
same. As we continue to adapt to our new lifestyle, I hope this 
newsletter finds everyone safe and well. 
 
  As a club, it is still prudent to limit the activities that we can 
formally schedule. The hiking leaders are planning to schedule 
some hikes with limited participants in September. Biking and 
camping are enjoying their activities. We have also decided to 
go forward with the September picnic. Details are provided 
below. I would encourage people to attend only if they feel 
comfortable with a small crowd. 
 
  As a reminder, the governing rule will be that PPOTHG will  
observe the state and local COVID guidelines. 
For this to be successful, it will require that everyone follow the 
guidelines established for each activity. The key points to keep 
in mind are: 
• Groups no larger than 10. This might require 2 leaders for an 
activity. 
• Strive to adhere to 6 foot rule for social distancing 
• Face masks when social distancing is difficult to achieve 
• Participating in activities is at your own risk as defined in the   

liability waiver that you signed      
 

  It is also that time of year for renewal of your membership. While the activities are limited 
at this time, the membership fee is low and we will be following the established policies 
for timeliness of renewals. 

 
  Looking forward to seeing some familiar faces at the picnic; most likely behind a mask! 
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Membership by Terry Pessaro 

 
We now have 286 members in the club! 

 
Please welcome Cynthia Doty to the club.  Cynthia heard about the club from some of our other 

members.  She enjoys snowshoeing, hiking, camping, and biking.  We look forward to seeing Cynthia 
out on the trails and around the campfire. 

 
Rhonda Weiler also heard about the club from friends. She skis, snowshoes, hikes, and bikes.  

Please give Rhonda a warm welcome. 
 

 Rick and JoAnn Stauch are retired engineers who are looking forward to spending time with other over-
the-   hillers.  Rick and JoAnn hike, camp, bike, and play pickle ball.  Please look out for Rick and 
JoAnn!  
 
Please welcome Ros Block to the club.  Ros heard about the Gang from one of her friends.  Word of 
mouth is our biggest advertiser!  Ros enjoys hiking and golf.  Please welcome Ros! 
 

 
 

Annual Membership Renewal 
 
It is almost time for PPOTHG MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL! Dues must be postmarked NO LATER THAN 
Monday, September 30, 2020. 
  
  The PPOTHG membership period is October 1st - September 30th.  The annual dues are an 
amazing deal at   $30 per person.  If your payment is not postmarked by the WEDNESDAY, 
September 30th deadline, you will be assessed an additional $10 LATE PAY FEE.  If a current 
member does NOT renew by the September 30th    deadline, and wishes to rejoin at any time in the 
following 12 months, they will be considered renewing  members and the standard $30 renewal plus 
$10 late fee will apply.  Membership dues are non-refundable. 
  

Checks should be made out to PPOTHG and mailed to:  
 

PPOTHG/Membership, PO Box 1144, Monument, CO 80132. 
 

Please make a notation “Membership 2020-2021” on your check.  
  

If for some reason you will NOT be renewing your membership this year, please advise via email at 
terrypessaro@gmail.com.   By doing so, you will assist in keeping our membership records current 

and also eliminate the need for follow up phone call and/or emails. 
 

With so many members to process it is greatly appreciated if you get your renewals in early.  Thank 
you in advance for your help in making this a smooth renewal process and welcome back to another 

wonderful year of great activities. 
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Skiing by Debbie Beatty 

 
  We will attempt to run weekly bus trips to Keystone/A Basin and Breck/Copper and a few to Vail. 
We will increase the price to $50 to cover our costs since we will be running at 50% capacity to allow 
for social distancing. Masks will be required and riders will be screened. A 48 hour cancellation is 
required to be considered for a refund at the end of the season. If you are interested in skiing and did 
not receive the email survey, please email me at Debbie.Beatty@q.com 
 
 

Arrowhead 2021 
 

 We will review the options for a trip to Arrowhead later in the summer. 
 
 
 

 Snow Mountain Ranch by Joe and Sheila Maio   
 

   At this time, it looks as there will be no SMR trip in February, 2021.The need to commit and put a 
non-refundable deposit several months ahead of time in today’s pandemic environment is not a good 
idea. We will monitor the situation and if the opportunity presents itself later on, we will try to make the  
trip happen. 
 
 

Hiking by Arthur Foley 
 

Hikes to Resume Mid-September 
 

  PPOTHG normally offers hikes of easy to moderate difficulty each week except weeks with major 
holidays. Some, but not all, of our hikes are “dog friendly.” These, however, are not normal times. 
Since hiking in the out-of-doors is good for one’s mental and physical health, we encourage PPOTHG 
members and others to continue hiking as much as possible during this national health crisis and to 
do so safely. To that end, we are thinking of restarting our PPOTHG hiking program, possibly by mid-
September. Hikes are limited to 10 participants—hike leaders may impose even lower limits. Hikes 
requiring shuttles between the two ends of a trail will not be offered by PPOTHG.  
 
  In the interests of everyone's safety, we are instituting some additional hiking guidelines you need to 
follow if you want to participate. Hikers not following these additional guidelines will no longer receive 
invitations to join upcoming hikes. 
 
1. Hikers must drive to the meeting place/trailhead in their own vehicles.  
2. Masks must be worn when gathering at the meeting place/trailhead and continue to be worn on the 
hiking trail.  
3. Any member who is feeling ill, has traveled within the past 14 days to a location with a significant 
number of cases of the novel corona virus (COVID-19), or has been exposed within the past 14 days 
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to a person who has been confirmed as, or is even suspected of having COVID-19 must not come on 
a PPOTHG hike.  
4. Before, during and after a hike, participants must maintain an appropriate social distance from one 
another whenever possible (an absolute minimum of six feet—but ten or fifteen feet is much better).  
5. Upon return to the trailhead/parking area at the conclusion of the hike, hikers must continue to 
wear masks until they have entered their personal vehicles. 
6. As mentioned above, flagrant disregard of the above guidelines can lead to loss of invites to hiking 
venues.  
 
Upcoming hikes will be announced via PPOTHG MailChimp email. 
 
 

 
Annual Picnic at Bear Creek  

Social Activities 
by Denise Trent 

 
Annual Picnic on Wednesday, September 9th 

Location: Bear Creek park, Large Pavilion #1, 1950 S 21st Street 
Time: Social hour 4 pm with a business meeting around 5 

 
 

  Individual sack lunch will be provided by The Picnic Basket. Individual bottled waters and non-
alcoholic drinks will also be provided. 
 
  The group size must be limited to 65.  Because of this, only members and anyone planning on 
signing up to be a member should come. Please, no guests. This pavilion normally holds 150 people, 
but the group restriction follows El Paso County's COVID variance.  There are 22 tables in the 
pavilion so there is plenty of space. We will practice social distancing. Please bring a face mask. It 
should be used in times that you cannot socially distance. 
 
Sack lunch choices are: 
 

1) Turkey and Swiss on 9 grain wheat, chips, salad, cookie 

 
2) Roast Sirloin Beef and Cheddar on Baguette, chips, salad, cookie 

 
3) Asian Chicken Salad Tossed greens and veggies, grilled chicken breast, mandarin oranges, 

chow mein noodles in vinaigrette. Peanuts on the side, cookie. 

The cost is $10 per person. or $20 per couple.  Make the check payable to PPOTHG.  Please 
annotate your menu selection on your check, specifying who gets what meal if you are a couple. Your 
check is your reservation.  I need your checks no later than September 1, 2020. 
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Mail your check to: 
 
Denise Trent, 8145 Engleton Ct, Colorado Springs, CO 80920 
 
Please email me when you mail your check and I will confirm receipt when I receive the check 

Deniset77@gmail.com 
7195288549 home 
7196611103 cell 

 
 

By the way, our October dinner is a possibility. We will consider it at a later date. 
 
 

Communications 
by Lisa Doucet 

 
  We are excited to resume some of our activities, but must go forward slowly and carefully, as 
outlined in Susan’s message. As a club, we have been fortunate in staying Covid free, so let’s 
keep it that way! 
  Please read the newsletter carefully as we do have some good news!  
 
 

 
Golf by Mike Cohen  

 
   We have been enjoying good weather and great golfing since we started playing again in July. The 
restrictions imposed by state and local government and health departments have been very 
reasonable and contribute to the safety and enjoyment of the game.  Such requirements include:  
social distancing, facemasks in certain conditions, very limited food/drink services and some golf 
specific precautions to limit accidental spreading of the virus such as not removing or touching flags 
on the greens or providing rakes in the sand traps.  Several courses, including Patty Jewett and 
Valley Hi also require payment upon reservation, making reservations a maximum of only 2 days in 
advance, and limiting group reservations to two foursomes. Military courses have understandably 
suspended allowing nonmilitary play on their courses.  We have found Cherokee Ridge to be just as 
safe, but less restrictive in terms of making reservations and paying at time of play instead in 
advance.  Thus, we have been playing there most weeks, occasionally supplementing with courses 
such as Shining Mountain and Antler Ridge. Potentially we will also play at Four Mile Ranch (Canon 
City) and Kings Deer (Monument).  Suggestions for other courses that might be able to safely 
accommodate us are certainly welcome. If you have any such suggestions, please check out their 
rules/restrictions for groups to play and let me know.   
 
  Playing will continue weekly until the weather stops cooperating, which is usually late September or 
October. At this point in time, there are no plans to have our traditional Best Ball Scramble 
outing/banquet due to Covid related restrictions.     

 
Mike Cohen, 630-248-5703, mc1959@ameritech.net.   

mailto:Deniset77@gmail.com
mailto:mc1959@ameritech.net
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Camping by Landon Phillips 

 
 Campers have made their reservations for the season and plan to enjoy all of their trips. 

 
 
 

Pickleball by Dan Akerhielm  
 

Pickleball play is suspended for now due to the inability to social distance in this activity. Hang in 
there, we’ll get back to playing as soon as it makes sense.    

 
 
 

 Biking by Phil McDonald 
 

 Cycling Report All PPOTHG members who are interested in bicycling are invited to join the Rogue 
Riders. Rides are offered every Tuesday during the months of May-October. Typically rides are 15-20 
miles in length and are paced at a leisurely 10-12 mph. We ride on trails and lesser travelled streets 
in Colorado Springs and surrounding communities. Every attempt will be made to abide by Covid 19 
restrictions and recommendations. If you would like to join the Rogue Riders, contact Phil McDonald 

at: pharoahphil@comcast.net  
 
 
 

   
 LOOK AT THE PPOTHG WEBSITE CALENDAR FOR UPCOMING 

EVENTS! 


